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Haines 26

Length (LOA): 7.92m / 26ft
Beam: 3.20m / 10ft 6in
Displacement: 3750kg
Fuel Capacity: 150 litres
Water Capacity: 184 litres
Air Draught (windscreen): 2.39m
Air Draught (screens folded): 1.98m
RCD category: D
Engine as Tested: Nanni 38hp N4 38
Other Engine options:
Single Nanni 30hp N4 30 
Price from £105,000

BOAT TEST          
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What is the perfect recipe for a 
small, sub 30ft, river cruiser? 
Is it comfort? Quality? 

Manageability? What about low air 
draught, or the ability to simply step 
aboard and go off exploring? The truth is, 
it is all these things and more. Another 
important requirement for some might be 
the simplicity and economy of an inboard 
diesel, but if you wanted all of this in a 
new package, your choices to ‘buy British’ 
were fairly limited, until now.
    When Norfolk builder, Haines Marine 
announced earlier this year that it was 
introducing a new 26-foot aft cockpit 
cruiser, we were keen to see what was in 
store. And boy, did the company pull out 
all of the stops. The first boat was revealed 

boat. The boat’s modern exterior has 
distinctively large, heavily-tinted bonded 
side windows. Haines has also introduced 
a ‘foredeck lounge’ feature, a two-person 
seat moulded into the cabin roof. Exterior 
aside we were most interested to find 
out what this 26 footer could offer down 
below in terms of accommodation. Would 
it offer comfort for the whole family 
afloat?
    The accommodation is clever, and 
sees a real departure from tradition. 
Inside you will find an open plan cabin 
area with a dinette in the bow, a bench 
seat to starboard, with a galley and toilet 
compartment to port. As you descend 
through the wide companionway, the first 
thing you will notice is how incredibly 
spacious it is. Not only does it make use 
of the boats wide beam, the upright cabin 

within a matter of months, and 
three further boats were 
built and sold in quick 
succession. We set off 
down to the Haines 
Thames dealer, Val 
Wyatt Marine, to 
see the first boat and 
find out more.
    The 26’s hull and 
superstructure 
was designed by 
John Moxham, 
and restyled by 
Haines. From 
the outside, the 
26 actually looks 
like a much bigger 

offers 6ft headroom throughout. The 
finish is also absolutely exquisite. As a 
builder, Haines prides itself in choosing 
quality fixtures and fittings, such as taps 
and door handles. We love the unique 
and attractive round metal catches used 
on the cupboards and drawers, these 
lift at the bottom to open, and self-lock 
when closed. The interior of our test 
boat was fitted out in a walnut hardwood 
and veneer (a £1500 option), with a co-
ordinating fawn-coloured cloth, both of 
which bring a rich, luxurious feel to the 
interior. A leather upholstery upgrade is 
available for £900. The 26 is fitted with 
carpet as standard. However, the buyer of 
boat number one opted for light coloured 
Antico flooring, which really lifts and 
brightens the cabin area, and is also very 
practical. Interiors are also available in 

“A 26 footer from Haines? 
But has the company succeeded 

in ‘reinventing’ the compact 
river cruiser?” 

Haines has combined clean lines, clever features 
and modern techniques to create a luxury 26 footer
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Dinette backrests are removed to reveal a V-berth. This could be customised into a double with an infill

laminate finishes of walnut, oak or cherry as 
part of a standard specification.
    The cabin area is ideal for entertaining, 
but at first glance it appears a little stunted 
and squared off at the bow. There are also 
no forward windows. So where is the 
‘pointy end’ you might ask? Well this boat 
has a clever trick up its sleeve. With an 
additional stool and fold out table, by day 
the raised U-shaped seating area in the bow 
provides a dining area for four. By night 
its two backrests are removed to reveal a 
V-berth sleeping area. Despite appearances 
each berth is a good length and, during the 
day, the void behind the backrests is ideal 
for storing sleeping bags and bedding out of 
sight. We would have liked to have seen the 
space under this bow berth better utilised 
for storage. There are two small cupboards 
on the aft end of this area, but if you 
remove the solid based central seat cushion, 
which is large and cumbersome to handle, 

it reveals a large hull chasm with direct 
access to the bowthruster. Perhaps a loose 
cushions on top of a wooden hatch would 
allow this area to be more easily used, and 
provide easier access to the bow thruster, if 
required. 
    The lack of forward facing windows is 
due to the ‘foredeck lounge’ feature, which 
has been moulded into the cabin roof. Its 
cushions stow neatly in a locker in the base 
of the seat, which is above the dinette V 
berth and accessed from inside the cabin. 
The large side windows, with an opening 
section on the port side, are fitted with 
blinds for privacy. These, together with 
the flush mounted deck hatch and fixed 
glass ‘sky screen’ in the roof, are more 
than adequate for providing light and 
ventilation.
    Moving aft, a drinks cabinet drawer 
unit on the starboard side divides the two 
seating areas. Back on the lower main floor 

Exquisite carpentry 
and finish. Right, the 
starboard bench seat 
slides out to form 
a small double

level, the bench seat to starboard provides 
a comfortable lounging and seating area, 
albeit a little low to see out. A 6ft 2in long 
base pulls out and rests on a metal stand 
to form a 3ft wide double. Two large 
drawers below this provide ample storage 
for clothing, or additional galley storage if 
required. Further aft is a half-height cabinet 
housing a good-sized wardrobe. Inside its 
door you will find the Haines builder’s plate 
featuring the boat number and names of 
those who worked on it, a charming touch 
from this family boatbuilder.
    The L-shaped galley is practical and 
rather refined for such a small cruiser. In 
fact it wouldn’t look out of place on a much 
larger motorboat. Our test boat was fitted 
with the upgraded Avonite worktop, which 
incorporates a waste bin and a large deep 
metal sink with an elegant mixer tap and 
matching infill. The sink faces aft and has a 
small grooved area outboard for draining. 

As standard the 26 comes with a surface 
mounted hob with grill below and no oven. 
Our test boat had the £795 upgrade that 
includes a two-burner Dometic gas hob, 
which is concealed beneath a glass cover 
when not in use, and a Smev gas oven and 
grill below. The galley is also equipped with 
a 49-litre Isotherm fridge, a large shelved 
cupboard under the sink, a dedicated 
cutlery drawer, and pan storage under the 
oven unit. A water pump switch, double 
power socket and water tank level gauge are 
set into a brushed metal splashback below 
the window.
    The toilet compartment is impressive. 
In here the feeling of space continues, 
and the large floor area is maximized by 
having a bulkhead-mounted sink. There is 
good headroom too, at 5ft 10in. With the 
toilet set back aft there is plenty of room 
to shower, and for this there is a separate 
shower control with an adjustable height 
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into the bulkhead, which offers a unique 
raised view for a second crew member 
when underway. In addition to the cockpit 
seating there is, of course, the foredeck 
lounge, which is a lovely feature for use 
while underway or stationary. All exterior 
cushions are finished in a high quality 
Silvertex material.
    The full-width integral bathing platform 
is an excellent size and, together with 
the cockpit transom door and a transom 
grabrail, make it very easy to move about 
and board the boat at the stern, which is 
particularly useful when singlehanded. 
There is also a moulded step in the hull 
next to the engine vent for boarding from 
the bankside. 
    Access to the boats side decks could not 
be easier, with two moulded steps either 
side leading directly up from the bathing 
platform. However, with the canopy up 
there is little to grab hold of as you ascend, 
so owners may choose to travel with the 
sidescreens off. The side decks are very 

generous, and a grabrail running along 
the cabin roof is at the perfect height for 
safely moving towards the bow. When it 
comes to deck hardware, the 26 is very 
well equipped. There are three cleats at the 
bow, a larger central one for anchoring 
and two mooring cleats mounted on 
the toerail. Centre and aft cleats are also 
mounted along the toerail, and fenders 
can be attached to these and the pulpit.
    The 26’s low air draught of 2.39m is 
perfect for cruising inland. If you need to 
go lower, the black powder coated framed 
windscreens also fold flat as standard, 
providing an air draught of just shy of 
2 metres. This means that realistically it 
won’t pass under Potter Heigham Old 
Bridge (1.98m) on the Norfolk Broads, 
unless river levels are low. It will, however, 
sail happily under Osney Bridge on the 
Thames at 2.28m. 
    One of the downsides of aft cockpit 
cruisers is there is a lot of canopy to 
wrestle with for the ‘wind in your hair’ 

This galley would not look out of place on a larger motorboat and the quality of the finish is superb

The toilet compartment is an excellent size with 
a shower and curtain enclosure. It does lack a 
storage compartment for toiletries

shower head. Directly above the sink is a 
holding tank gauge and the flush control 
for the upgraded Jabsco electric toilet. You 
will find the boats 184-litre holding tank 
and shower sump easily accessible under 
the cabin floor.
    A companionway hatch and a set of 
doors open outwards into the cockpit. At 
the moment the doors have no retaining 
latches and are best left shut while 
underway. We understand that Haines 
is considering setting magnets into the 
frame so the doors stay open. 
    Immediately to port is the helm 
position, with its single upholstered seat, 
footrest and large locker under the helm 
seat. The cockpits L-shaped seating area to 
starboard and aft, will easily accommodate 
four people, doubling as an alternative 
dining area with a small slot-in teak table. 
The 26’s gas locker is under the aft seat, 
and houses two 3.9kg Propane gas bottles. 
The adjoining locker offers plenty of deck 
storage. There is no navigator’s seat, but 
Haines has moulded a small ‘jump seat’ 

Its exterior offers easy access, a versatile cockpit and a foredeck lounge complete with cup holders
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out incredibly well, and access for daily 
checks is very good, with most items, 
such as the raw water strainer and oil level 
dipstick, in sight and within easy reach. It 
is a bit of a challenge to get into the engine 
bay itself, as the space between the hatch 
opening and engine is quite tight. The 

boat’s battery banks are on the port side, 
along with the 40-gallon water tank, and 
the 33-gallon fuel tank is to starboard.
    When it comes to options, Haines has 
made it easy for customers. There are 
two levels of options, a ‘standard’ or an 
‘upgraded’ specification, denoted by two 
engine sizes. The standard options (priced 
from £105k) are fairly comprehensive 
to get you on the water, and include 
items such as a gas hob, fridge, canopy, 
holding tank and shower. The upgraded 
specification, priced from £117k, includes 
useful luxuries such as an inverter, 
bowthruster, heating and electric toilet. 
The layout of the 26 comes with a level of 
flexibility, with Haines offering a degree of 
customisation.

“Easily manageable for two, 
the 26 combines excellent 

stability and effortless 
handling”

Our test boat was fitted with 
a Nanni N4.38 engine. The 
supportive helm seat is adjustable

Underway
The 26’s cathedral style hull design not 
only makes the boat incredibly stable, 
it also produces minimal wake. Being 
a beamy boat it is the flat underwater 
sections either side of the keel that bring 
the stability, while the deep keel and fairly 
large rudder provide grip and responsive 
handling. Close quarters maneuvers can 
be undertaken easily using just the rudder 
and engine. Our test boat was fitted with 
bow and stern thrusters, which made life 
extremely easy. If you want to keep the 
optional extras cost down to a minimum, 
but still want great maneuverability, a 
bowthruster alone will bring piece of mind 
in breezier conditions. Owners will also be 
able to use the boats paddle wheel effect to 

experience. On this boat the 
side and back sections can be 
removed and stored separately. 
The remaining large section of 
canopy rolls up and stores around 
the framework inside a canvas 
sock, this means it is relatively 
easy to re-deploy should the 
weather change. In this case you 
can drive the boat easily with 
the canopy up, and still retain 
good visibility. Our test boat 
was fitted with an attractive denim blue 
canopy. Several other colours are available, 
including the more traditional navy blue. 
    With the cockpit table and pedestal 
removed, the engine is accessed via a large 
hatch in the floor. The engine bay is fitted 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range (nm)

750 2.6 0.3 0.07 37 1221
1000 3.5 0.5 0.11 32 1056
1200 4.0 0.7 0.15 27 891
1400 4.7 1.0 0.22 21 693
1600 5.0 1.2 0.26 19 627
1800 5.3 1.8 0.40 13 429
2000 5.6 2.6 0.57 9.8 323
2200 6.0 3.2 0.70 8.6 283
2400 6.2 4.1 0.90 6.9 227
2650 6.8 5.8 1.28 5.3 175

performance    
As tested 50% fuel, 50% water, 2 crew, Force 2
The fuel figures quoted are a mix of actual and generic data, and may not 
accurately represent the fuel usage in this combination.
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ENQUIRIES: Haines Marine  01692 582180  www.hainesmarine.co.uk

Viking 275

    > neXT monTH  

You maY aLSo LIKe

LOA: 8.05m
Beam: 3.0m
Displacement: 4500kg
Enquiries: Val Wyatt Marine
0118 940 3211
www.valwyattmarine.co.uk
PRICE from £111,920

LOA: 9.00m
Beam: 2.97m
Displacement: 3200kg 
Enquiries: Tingdene Boat Sales
0118 947 7770
www.tingdeneboatsales.net
PRICE from £51,090

This outboard-powered 
cruiser offers six berths, 
with options of dividing 
the cabin into two separate 
areas for privacy. 

Intercruiser 28
This quality Dutch cruiser 
is available with inboard 
diesels, 33-170 hp. It offers 
two berths, a large cockpit, 
galley and separate WC.

Conclusion
There is certainly a demand for this class 
of river cruiser, and we are so pleased 
that another British manufacturer has 
addressed such an important market. Rain 
or shine, the 26 is certainly a boat you 
can simply step aboard and use. Overall, 
the rather unconventional interior layout 
works, and is perfect for day boating. Yet 
reassuringly, the cabin still provides the 
necessary comfort, privacy and facilities 
for a couple, or a family, staying aboard for 
cruising further afield. Throw in another 
two adults and things may become a little 
‘friendlier’, but having that option is the 

important thing. At just over £100k, the 26 
may seem expensive for someone looking 
to buy their first boat, but you are certainly 
getting a quality cruiser for your money. 

Broom 30 Coupe

LOA: 9.14m
Beam: 3.17m
Displacement: 4000kg
Enquiries: Broom Boats
01603 712334
www.broomboats.com
PRICE from £136,448

Available in a choice of 
folding soft top or hardtop, 
this 30 footer offers four 
berths with a separate 
double master cabin.

their advantage.  A rudder indicator would 
be another useful addition to help with 
low speed maneuvers. The propeller and 
shaft are protected by a skeg, which in turn 
supports the rudder. This is a particularly 
useful feature on a boat destined to spend 
its life exploring the shallow inland 
waterways, and even shallower bankside 
moorings.
    The Haines 26 is fitted with a single diesel 
shaftdrive engine and there are currently 
two Nanni engine options available, the 
N4.30, or the N4.38, which was fitted to 
our test boat. Rated to 37.5hp, the N4.38 
pushes the boat along nicely at river speeds 
with minimal fuss. The boats ‘sweet spot’ 
seems to be around the 1200rpm mark, 
giving a speed of 4 knots. At this speed 
sound readings are minimal. Push the lever 
forward and the N4.38 will deliver speeds 
approaching 7 knots, which may be useful 
if venturing onto tidal rivers.
    At the helm, the visibility through the 
large angled windscreen is excellent. The 

Take me to the river. Perfect for lazy days afloatWith its transom door there is no need to climb 
aboard through canopy side screens on this boat

only things that could restrict your vision 
are people seated in the foredeck lounge or 
an open companionway hatch. The single 
Morse throttle control is close to hand, a 
simple GPS speedo is mounted ahead on 
a vertical dash panel, and switches and 
engine dials are arranged on a lower angled 
dash panel. Very little effort is required 
when it comes to steering, and from here 
you can just sit back in the helm seat, rest 
your feet on the footplate, and let the world 
float by.

                                Bavaria E40

http://9nl.at/vifi
http://www.valwyattmarine.co.uk/boat-brands/interboat/intercruiser/english/intercruiser-28/
http://www.tingdeneboatsales.net
http://www.broomboats.com/broom-30-coupe.php
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