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Coaster 720 GT Length (LOA): 6.8m / 22ft 4in
Beam: 2.5m / 8ft 3in
Displacement: 1800kg (ex engine)
Fuel capacity: 200 litres
Water capacity: 77 litres
RCD category: C
Engine as tested: Single Suzuki DF150
Other engine options:
Single outboard from 40hp to 200hp
Price from £34,995 As tested £49,635

BOAT TEST          
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When it seems that every other 
person is bemoaning the fact 
that many builders see ‘entry 

level’ as keeping it as near to 40 foot as 
possible, it’s very refreshing to see a new 
launch like the Coaster 720 Gran Turismo. 
Not only is it a new boat that is truly ‘entry 
level’, it is also packed full of new design 
features and innovations that make this 22 
footer a genuinely affordable and compact 
family cruiser.
    The Coaster range is built in Poland by 
Corsiva, the same people that supply the 
Corsiva range of inexpensive ‘Dutch sloop 
style’ open river boats and, just like them, 
Coaster boats offer a feel and build quality 
that belies their budget pricing. You can 
buy a Coaster 720GT ex engine from as 
little as £28,995 and, with engine options 
going right down to 40hp for a river based 
version, that means that you and your 

conditions. When the double berth is 
required, this ladder simply folds down 
to become part of the support for the 
infill cushion. The small, slightly sloping, 
foredeck comes with a very efficient non-
slip surface, a deep anchor locker with 
bow roller, a raised toe rail and a sturdy 
pair of cleats. There is also a short pulpit 
rail and you can also turn this area into a 
sun pad with some optional bow cushions. family could be cruising in a brand new 

boat for under £35k.
    You can’t fail to notice that the 720GT 
is not like most other compact cruisers. 
It’s rather unorthodox 
looks allow the builders 
to deliver a boat small 
enough to trail, but that 
has an enclosed ‘hard 
top’ style wheelhouse, 
four berths and a 
surprising amount of 
usable space. Under 
the low flat foredeck 
you will find a large 
cuddy style berth 
that can be set up as 
two singles or, with 
the use of an infill, a 
decently sized double. 
In between the berths, 

“An affordable and versatile 
hardtop cruiser that’s suitable 

for coastal or inland use” 

at the forward end, there is a ladder that 
allows easy, and in fact the only, access to 
the foredeck through the middle section 
of the windscreen, which hinges open. As 
well as gaining full access to the foredeck, 
this window also allows a crew member 
to access the forward cleats and bow 
rail to deploy fenders and lines without 
completely leaving the safety of the cabin, 
a useful feature on a small boat in choppy 

The 720GT offers a sociable and practical cockpit 
and the foredeck can be equipped with sunpads

An opening 
windscreen allows 
safe and easy 
foredeck access
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A family sized 
dinette, beneath 
which you have 
a dedicated 
wakeboard 
locker

The forward berth can be used as two singles or a large 
double. The removable ladder allows foredeck access

The fender storage baskets on our test 
boat are very useful but they did stop the 
anchor locker opening fully and therefore 
staying open on its own. You may also 
find that with fenders in situ, they restrict 
forward visibility a little.
    Beneath the forward part of the berth 
there is a deep lined storage locker, and 
within this there are hatches to allow 

access to the forward bilge and the 
optional, and very reasonably priced at 
£1800, bow thruster. Under the starboard 
side cushion the builders have installed 
a sea toilet as standard, together with a 
holding tank. The toilet is tucked away 
under the helm but still offers only limited 
privacy. Having said that, on a boat of this 
size it is a great feature to have and you’ll 
just have to put the rest of the crew out in 
the cockpit when necessary.
    In the floor, stretching for most of the 
length of the cabin, there is a long and 
thin lined locker. This could be used for all 
sorts of storage, but if you are into fishing 
or watersports, it looks ready-made for 
rods or skis. On the port side, just above 
the forward berth, is a navigator’s seat. 
This would squeeze two on if required but 
is really comfy for one. It feels a long way 

forward, and is in front of the helm in fact, 
but offers a good position for crew to tend 
to their watch keeping duties with a well 
placed grab rail and the convenience of a 
cup holder and small cubbyhole/glove box 
right in front.
    Below the nav seat there is an enclosed 
fire extinguisher locker and, with the 
backrest flipped forward, this seat 
becomes part of the dinette that is located 
just aft. This will seat four at a push with 
two on the forward seat and a further two 
on a second aft bench. Beneath the dinette 
there is a large storage locker that is said to 
be specifically designed to fit a wakeboard. 
If you are not into wakeboarding this 
locker would be the perfect place to store 
the dinette’s infill cushions that turn it 
into a second sleeping area, either a large 
single or cosy double. A nice touch here 
is a pair of 12 volt sockets, one to be used 
on or around the dinette, and another 
that faces out into the cockpit. On a boat 
of this size you would normally only 
expect to find a single socket at the helm. 
Beneath the aft dinette bench seat is where 
the optional, although I would argue 
almost compulsory, 12 volt fridge. This 
places it perfectly for the small galley unit 

A sea toilet and holding tank are standard. 
Privacy when in use will need some planning

The forward dinette seat converts to provide a 
double forward facing navigator’s seat

opposite. A nice touch is that the aft bench 
backrest also flips fore and aft, allowing it 
to become part of the cockpit seating on 
a nice day. As standard the galley consists 
of a small sink with cold water tap under a 
Corian worktop and a good size cupboard 
underneath. For £350 you can add the 
option of a single burner Origo alcohol 
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A compact galley comes as standard 
with a sink and pressurised cold 
water. Upgrades include an alcohol 
hob and an electric fridge

hob, a worthwhile addition even if it’s just 
for a cup of tea or a hot soup on a cold 
day. 
    The helm is just in front of the galley 
and comes with a supportive ‘bucket’ helm 
seat that slides fore and aft, has a lifting 
bolster for optimum driving position, and 
can swivel towards the dinette to become 
part of the social seating when at rest. 
The console is simple and uncluttered 
and comes with a dedicated iPad mount, 
which could be used for navigation as long 
as you keep the sun from shining on the 
screen. There is plenty of empty console 
space to mount your own kit, but these 

would ideally need to be surface mounted 
as there is no void behind this facia into 
which the kit and wiring could disappear. 
Everything else works well and all controls 
are easily reached and operated from the 
helm. The boat’s electrical circuits are 
controlled by cool stainless steel buttons, 
backlit with blue LEDs. Our boat was 
fitted with Suzuki electronic controls and 
a multi-function display that included 
useful features such as fuel usage, but 
obviously what you get depends upon the 
engine you choose to fit. On top of the 
console there is a storage locker for charts 
etc. This also houses a 12 volt socket and 
two USB outlets which is great for keeping 
your portable kit, including an iPad if you 
are using one, charged. Alongside your 
knee there is a collection of four storage 
pockets for all those bits and bobs you 
need to keep close to hand while helming, 
and under your feet there is a locker for 
larger or heavier items. At floor level, 
beneath the helm seat, is where you’ll 
find the boat’s main electrical panel with 
individual circuit breakers and master 
battery switches. 
    The whole wheelhouse can be curtained 

off for privacy with a canvas section 
across the back. A really clever feature 
is that steel strips have been gelled into 
the fibreglass along the bottoms of the 
windows. Magnets are then sewn into 
the hems of the curtains so that they stay 
snugly in place against the window frames, 
which is especially important where the 
windows lean steeply inwards at the top. 
Overhead, the whole wheelhouse roof 
slides forwards to turn the 720GT into 
an open boat. The roof can only be fixed 
either fully open or totally closed. When 
fully open, the excess material that hangs 
down in loops is fixed out of the way with 
dedicated straps that clip permanently in 
place on the forward most section of the 
roof structure. At night the whole cabin 
can be bathed in a cool blue light which 
creates a rather nice ambiance. In all, the 
interior of this boat is simple and basic in 
some ways, yet stylish and upmarket in 
others. The builders seem to have perfectly 
hit the spot between keeping the costs 
down, while still delivering a product that 
feels expensive. 
    With the cabin only separated from 
the cockpit by a roll away canvas section, 

the two blend effortlessly into one when 
you need them to. An optional teak table 
forms the centrepiece with a transom seat 
aft that stretches two thirds of the way 
across, to leave a walk through section 
for boarding and disembarking aft. When 
required an infill makes this seat full width 
and large enough to seat four. On the 
other side of the table another two can sit 
on the cabin’s aft dinette seat meaning you 
have a cockpit large enough for six. In the 
floor there are three hatches under which 
there are lockers for batteries on either 
side, and a large central locker that houses 
the fuel tank, the optional bow thruster 

The aft dinette seat back pivots to allow it to 
become part of the cockpit seating

At night optional extra blue LED lights can bathe the cabin in a cool blue lighting scheme

The cabin is secured, and can be separated from 
the cockpit, with canvas panels
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equipped with a fold down bathing ladder. 
The engine well has three neatly laid out 
deck fillers, one for fuel, one for water and 
one for waste, plus a transom shower. The 
fillers may not be in the easiest position to 
use, but it is a very neat solution and perfect 
for dealing with any spills. This area can 
be topped off with an optional watersports 
frame with towing eye. As well as having 
no side decks, the 720 is also devoid of any 
midships cleats. This is not a problem for 
mooring up, as on a small boat you can 

just run springs fore and aft, but it does 
leave you a bit short for somewhere to 
tie your midships fender. Luckily there is 
a small clip, positioned midships on the 
wheelhouse roof that you can reach from 
the cockpit, or from inside if the roof is 
open, that takes care of that problem. This 
is especially easy to use from the helm and 
is therefore very useful if single-handed, 
but should you forget to deploy a fender, 
the good solid all-round rubbing strake 
should take the odd mooring bump in its 
stride. Optional equipment also extends to 
really useful features such as heating and 
windscreen demisting.

Underway
The 720GT can be equipped with a single 
outboard engine of up to 200hp. Our 

“The hull grips extremely well 
and with the Suzuki 150hp 

acceleration was brisk”

A dedicated iPad mount is a 
nice touch, and there is plenty of 
room to surface mount extra kit

battery and still has space for a few fenders 
and ropes. You don’t even need to remove 
the cockpit table to access the latter, which 
is a useful feature. A cockpit enclosure and
bimini is a £1k option and the 720GT has a
clever trick up its sleeve should you choose 
it. The aft bench seat lifts to reveal a storage 
area for the framework and canvas when 
it is lowered, leaving the cockpit open and 
completely framework free.
    The walk-through transom access has a 
small opening stainless steel framed gate 
that should help to keep pets and little 
passengers inside the boat. Out on the 
transom there are two areas of non-slip 
GRP to act as small bathing platforms 
either side of the engine. Both of these 
conceal a locker that drains into the 
outboard well and the starboard one is also 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

Noise

Idle 1.4 1.2 0.26 5.39 237 61
1000 2.4 2.1 0.46 5.22 230 65
1500 3.9 3.4 0.75 5.20 229 71
2000 5.3 5.9 1.30 4.08 179 72
2500 5.9 10.4 2.29 2.58 113 73
3000 6.8 13.9 3.06 2.22 97 75
3500 9.6 19.9 4.38 2.19 96 78
4000 12.7 25.6 5.63 2.26 99 84
4500 23.0 32.1 7.06 3.26 143 90
5000 26.5 40.0 8.80 3.01 132 91
5500 30.8 56.0 12.3 2.50 110 93
5800 31.9 58.0 12.8 2.49 109 95

performance    
As tested 30% fuel 0% water 4 crew Force 2

test boat was fitted with a 150hp Suzuki 
and, unless you are a real speed freak 
or a serious watersports enthusiast, this 
should prove adequate for most customers. 
Acceleration was certainly brisk enough 
and, with a top speed of just over 30 knots, 
it is going to be a rare day when the sea is 
flat enough for you to use all of the horses. 
Like most small boats the hull would slam 
if you pushed it too hard but, as long as 
you are sensible with the power and work 
the throttle in choppy seas, it is more than 
capable of getting you places quickly and 
comfortably. The nice thing with a small 
hull is that it stays up on the plane at 
relatively slow speeds and, in choppy seas, 
you continue to sit on top of the water right 
down to about 12 knots and just under 
4000rpm with the trim set up correctly. The 
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ENQUIRIES: Val Wyatt Marine Ltd Tel: 01189 403211 www.valwyattmarine.co.uk

also accommodate the whole family for 
day trips and the odd overnighter. It’s small 
enough to trail behind a sturdy vehicle, so 
the affordability also extends to mooring 
fees if you have the space to keep it on your 
drive, and with the right engine it will be 
equally at home as a watersports boat, as 
it is a cruiser. The unusual design may not 
appeal to everyone, but it is this design that 
delivers features such as the UK climate 
friendly enclosed wheelhouse, and that is 
something you often only find on much 
larger sportsboats. Normally I would not 
recommend a planing hulled outboard 
powered boat as an inland cruiser, but stick 
a little engine on the back and the Coaster 
would be a great family boat for the river. 

hull grips extremely well and delivers ultra 
tight turns if required, but it did sometimes 
give the impression that too much power 
in too tight a turn would result in the back 
end slipping out. The boat delivered its best 
cruise at around 4500rpm with a speed of 
23 knots. The Suzuki delivered smooth and 
quiet power at the bottom end and up to 
cruising speed, but sound levels increased 
as the revs rose, leading to a rather noisy 
flat out run. 
    The seated driving position is good 
and with the roof open you are able to 
stand with your head out for slow speed 
and close quarters manoeuvring. The 
wheelhouse provides excellent shelter as 
you would expect, but this continues all 
the way aft, so that even those sitting on 
the transom seat can enjoy a dry ride with 
minimal wind blast. The steering was quite 
heavy on our test boat, particularly when 
fighting the torque of the engine at speed. 
This could be overcome with an upgrade 
to a power assisted hydraulic steering 
system, something that would definitely 
be worth considering if you were going 
for an outboard of this size or larger. Like 
all boats with an enclosed helm there 

is some compromise when it comes to 
visibility. The large mullions and bulky 
superstructure mean that at times you can 
experience some large blind spots. This 
is particularly apparent when cornering 
tightly with the roof closed, where you 
cannot see much at all on the inside of 
the turn. With the roof open this problem 
disappears, as you simply look out over the 
top. 

Conclusion
The Coaster 720GT is a clever boat that 
packs so much into a compact and very 
affordable package. As a weekender it offers 
everything a couple would need, and will 

Watersports fans can opt for the water ski mast 
Sporty performance, practical features and cost 
effective to run and moor. What’s not to like?

As an entry level cruiser, the 720GT won’t 
disappoint and I have a strong feeling that 
this is just the sort of boat that will set you 
on the path to a life long love of boating, 
and that’s no bad thing.

Bella Falcon 26 Fantino

> neXT monTH  

LOA: 6.65m
Beam: 2.68m
Displacement: 1800kg (ex eng)
Enquiries: MGM Boats
Tel: 02380 456318
www.mgmboats.com
PRICE from £56,300

LOA: 7.51m
Beam: 2.60m
Displacement: 2100kg (ex eng)
Enquiries: T L Harvey Ltd
Tel: 0121 568 8837
www.tlharvey.com
PRICE from £75,400

Add another metre or 
so and you can get a bit 
more space all around, 
including a separate toilet 
compartment.

Aquador 22 Cabin
The 22 has a similar layout 
to the 720 and benefits 
from solid wheelhouse 
doors. The roof is fixed but
you do get twin sunroofs

Flipper 670ST

LOA: 6.66m
Beam: 2.48m
Displacement: 1200kg (ex eng)
Enquiries: T L Harvey Ltd
Tel: 0121 568 8837
www.tlharvey.com
PRICE from £53,350

The 670ST is a more open 
boat than the 720, but can 
be fully enclosed under a 
canopy. Power is from an  
outboard of up to 250hp

                               Viking 275

You maY aLSo LIKe
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