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Intercruiser 28 Cabrio Length (LOA):  8.5m / 27ft 10in
Beam: 3m / 9ft 10in
Air Draught (windscreen): 1.9m / 6ft 2in
Displacement: 3500kg
Fuel capacity: 100-200 litres
Water Capacity: 100 litres
RCD Category: C
Engine as tested: 
Single 4 cylinder 52hp Vetus
Other engine options: Single 33hp or 
42hp Vetus and Single Volvo Penta D3 
110hp, 170hp or 220hp
Price from £85,700

BOAT TEST          
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The Dutch know a thing or two 
about building good, solid vessels, 
that are perfect for both inland 

and tidal waters. We took a trip to the UK 
dealer of Intercruiser, Val Wyatt Marine, 
to have a closer look at just such a boat, 
the Intercruiser 28 Cabrio.
    The 28 Cabrio comes with an RCD 
category C, which means it is good for 
coastal use and, in keeping with that, is 
offered with a wide range of engines, up 
to 220hp. The larger engines will push 
the semi displacement hull at speeds of 
around 25 knots but the model we are 
testing is destined for a life in the slow 
lane and is fitted with a single 52hp Vetus 
engine with a shaft drive. Even with 

the smaller engine options, 
the boat is still capable of 
being used on tidal and 
estuarial waters, although 
obviously only at 
displacement speeds.
    The styling is best 
described as ‘Dutch 
Sloop’ and, although 
the brochures often 
show the boat without 
a windscreen, most 
examples sold over 
here come with the 
optional screen for a 
much more UK friendly 
look. The traditional lines 

“A traditionally 
styled cruiser that 

is full of character” 

and touches, such as the rope fendering, 
provide the 28 with a classic look that will 
appeal to yachties looking to move into 
power, as well as existing motorboaters.
    The cockpit of the 28 is where the boat 
excels. With a centrally placed helm, 
positioned fully aft, the helmsman no 
longer has to miss out on the fun that is 
usually going on behind them. In fact he 
or she commands centre stage in an area 
that will comfortably take ten people, 
maybe even twelve if everyone shoves up 
a bit. Beneath the large U-shaped cockpit 
seating is plenty of storage, certainly 
enough to hide all of the cockpit canopy 
out of the way when the weather allows. 
Under this seating is also where you will 

find the boat’s gas locker, which houses a 
single 907 size Camping Gaz bottle. These 
under seat lockers also store an optional 
teak cockpit table that fits in front of the 
helm console. This is not a table to sit and 
eat at, but is perfect for laying out a spread, 
or just placing drinks and nibbles while 
underway. The helm console is very yacht-
like, with a large steering wheel mounted 
on an upright pedestal. The throttle is a 
bit of a reach, but on a boat like this it will 
be set and left for much of the time so 
it’s no big deal. The dashboard is simple 
and uncluttered with engine instruments 
and space for a speed/depth display. For 
inland use this is all you would need, but if 
you wanted to go coastal it looks like you 



Motorboat Owner © Digital Marine Media Ltd                                 7574                                  September 2015

The toilet compartment is a good size 

seating, but if you choose the side access, 
Interboat offers an optional boarding pole 
that slots into the seating on either side 
to provide a solid handhold to aid your 
passage. 
    Moving forward through a bi-
fold walnut door, and sliding glass 
companionway hatch, you find the boat’s 
accommodation. In the bow there is a 
U-shaped dinette with a large teak table 
that will easily accommodate a family 
of four. An overhead hatch, use of light 
materials and two large hull windows 
means the area feels light and spacious. 
Beneath the seating there is the usual 
storage and access to the bow thruster, 
and with the table dropped and the infill 
cushions in place, which store neatly 
behind the bow cushion when not in use, 
the area becomes a large double berth. 
Just aft of the dinette you have, on the port 
side, a half-height hanging locker and, 
to starboard, a large shelved cupboard. 
Further aft is the toilet compartment, 

The cabin dinette table drops down to form a double berth

could bracket mount a decent sized multi-
function display on the flat area on top of 
the console. Two small teak topped wings 
on either side of the pedestal provide the 
helmsman with somewhere to place a 
drink and other bits and bobs. With the 
cockpit being such an important part of 
this boat, it is equally important to ensure 
that it remains usable in all weathers. The 
optional canopy provides just under 6ft 
headroom all over and will allow everyone 
to carry on enjoying this great space even 
during one of our typical British summer 
downpours. There is also a separate all 
over bimini for those occasional days 
when we have the complete opposite and 
you require some shelter from the sun. In 
the centre of the teak lined cockpit, the 
floor lifts on gas struts to reveal the engine 
bay. With the little Vetus installed there is 
plenty of space all around for maintenance 

and servicing, and there is easy access for 
those all-important daily checks. Even 
with the large Volvo D3 option, you or 
your engineer shouldn’t have too much 
trouble getting to all the important bits. 
    Access onto the boat can either be from 
the bathing platform or over either side 
amidships. Whichever way you choose 
you need to step down onto the cockpit 

The galley has all the facilities you need for day 
or weekend cruising, including a covered two 
burner hob, fridge and large covered sink

which has a single opening port, a 
small sink with mirror above, two large 
cupboards and plenty of shelf space. 
Headroom is quite tight at around 5ft 8in, 
and this is the same across the whole of 
the cabin, except if you stand beneath the 
companionway hatch which gives you an 
extra couple of inches. There is no shower 
in the toilet compartment as standard, but 

The cockpit layout is both unique and functional, it is a great area for dining and socialising
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that extend most of the way forward. Access 
up to the side decks involves stepping up and 
out of the cockpit at the forward end, with 
cabin top grab rails to help aid a safe passage 
to the bow.  The foredeck offers a nice, 
slightly sloping working area but, because 
the guardrails stop short of the bow, hand 
holds are in short supply at the very front. 
Rope handling equipment is sturdy, with 
two Sampson posts and stainless steel lined 
cutouts in the toe rail. The anchor locker is 
a decent size and can be paired up with an 

optional bow roller if required. 
    All around the hull there is a chunky 
rope rubbing strake, which is actually 
made from nylon with steel reinforcement. 
This means it won’t sag, and any damaged 
induced fraying can be easily repaired 
with a heat source. The bathing platform 
is on three levels with the highest being a 
single step with a pair of useful wet lockers 
on either side. The second step is narrow 
and extends about two thirds of the width 
of the boat while the bottom step is the 
bathing platform proper, offering a good 
depth extending across the boat’s full beam. 
On the starboard side there is a fold-down 
bathing ladder that has some very useful, 
swimming pool type hand rails to aid 
getting out of the water. 

“The 28 is a very easy boat 
to drive. At river speeds it 

slips along at 4 knots with the 
engine almost inaudible”

The compact, stand-alone helm 
pod is practical and delivers a 
sociaiable cockpit. 
Below, the 52hp Vetus engine is 
easily accessible

Underway
The builders have provided very good 
sound insulation in the engine room and 
the first thing you notice is just how quiet 
this boat is. At river speeds the engine is 
almost inaudible, leaving just the sound of 
your own wash to disturb the peace. What 
mechanical noise you can hear is akin to 
an electric motor running quietly in the 
background. In fact it was so quiet that the 
sound readings we obtained were as much 
influenced by the ambient noise, as they 
were the engine, which ran very smoothly 
with very little vibration. 
    The 28 is a very easy boat to drive. The 
steering is responsive and tight turns can 
be achieved with a little blip on the throttle 
to get some extra flow over the rudder. The 

one can be installed if required.
    Opposite the toilet is the galley. 
This has a worktop almost entirely 
taken up by a sink and a double 
burner hob, both of which have a 
hinged glass lid to provide usable 
work surface when not in use.  There is 
some open storage behind, a large cupboard 
and a fridge below, and further storage in 
the bottom of the adjacent companionway 
steps. Curtains or blinds are not supplied as 
standard, which may be something to look 
into if you are planning to overnight on a 
regular basis and require some privacy.
    On deck the Interboat has lots of useful 
and practical features. The side decks are 
nice and wide and come with a small, teak 
topped, toe rail and knee high guard rails 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

Noise 
(dB)

800 2.2 0.7 0.15 14.7 323 57
1000 3.0 1.0 0.22 13.6 299 59
1500 4.9 2.0 0.44 12.3 271 62
2000 5.5 4.0 0.87 6.32 139 65
2600 6.8 8.5 1.87 3.63 80 70

performance    
As tested 75% fuel, 40% water, 2 crew, Force 1
These fuel figures are calculated using generic data and may not provide 
an accurate representation of fuel usage for this combination
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ENQUIRIES: Val Wyatt Marine 01189 403211 www.valwyattmarine.co.uk

Antaris Connery 29

> neXT monTH  

You maY aLSo LIKe

LOA: 8.5m
Beam: 3.1m
Displacement: 3800kg
Enquiries: English Harbour 
Yachts 01832 274114 
englishharbouryachts.com
Price from: £99,950

LOA: 8.7m
Beam: 3.05m
Displacement: 4700kg
Enquiries: Bushnells 
01189 402162 
www.bushnells.co.uk 
Price from: £85,751

Another 2-berth Dutch 
built sloop style vessel that 
is capable of producing a 
good turn of speed with a 
larger engine option.

English Harbour 27
A stylish 4-berth cruiser 
available with large or 
small engine options, 
in either saildrive or 
sterndrive configurations.

Conclusion
The 28 Cabrio is a perfect boat for lazy 
cruising on rivers and inland waterways, 
and is particularly well designed to 
accommodate large groups or families for 
day trips. With just a single sleeping area 
it may not be suitable for family cruising, 
but it has all the facilities a couple would 
need for extended time on board. It has 
a traditional look and feel but also, with 
Volvo D3 power, it can be a bit of a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing. With category C RCD and 
a 25 knot top speed with the largest engine 
option, the Interboat 28 Cabrio is also a 
very capable coastal cruiser. What’s more, 

with the current favourable exchange rate it 
offers exceptional value for money.

Broom 30HT Coupe

LOA: 9.14m
Beam: 3.17m
Displacement: 4000kg
Enquiries: Broom Boats
01603 711811
www.broomboats.com
Price from: £139,950

Paradoxically, the 4-berth 
contemporary Broom 30HT 
Coupe looks like a fast boat 
but is only available in 
displacement guise.

boat tracks well in a straight line, no doubt 
helped by its keel, and, on our test boat, 
close quarters maneuvering was aided by 
both bow and stern thrusters. Whether 
both are really needed is debatable, but 
certainly on a single engine shaftdrive 
boat a bow thruster is very useful when 
reversing, as it takes a while before there 
is enough water flow over the rudder for 
it to have any effect. The bow thruster 
allows you to effectively steer in reverse at 
very slow speeds. In the meantime, a slight 
kick to port from the prop when engaging 
reverse gear can often be put to good use 
when coming alongside.
    Visibility from the helm seat is very good 
and because you are situated right at the 
stern, it makes reversing into a berth much 
easier. The optional three part windscreen 
comes with a pantograph wiper for each 
section, ensuring the best visibility in 
all weathers. The bow does seem quite a 
long way away but a comfortable standing 
position at the helm always ensures you feel 

The small bathing platform is useful for stepping 
aboard and has a swimming ladder. There are 
two useful, large storage lockers in the transom

you have a good handle on what’s going 
on up at the pointy end when mooring or 
negotiating a lock.
    Performance wise the boat slips along 
almost silently at 1400rpm at a speed of 
around 4 knots and, at the same time, 
producing minimal wake. Open up the 
throttle and, despite the boats hefty weight 
and small engine, it still has a decent pick 
up and a top speed of nearly 7 knots. 
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Our test boat had a full height canopy and bimini

http://www.valwyattmarine.co.uk
http://www.englishharbouryachts.com
http://www.bushnells.co.uk
http://www.broomboats.com
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